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AP English Literature & Composition 2019-2020 
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Student Email: nbrock@jeffersonunion.net 
Parent Email: nbrock@juhsd.net 
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Introduction and Course Description 
 

“Word-work is sublime, she thinks, because it is generative; it makes meaning that secures our 
difference, our human difference - the way in which we are like no other life.”  

— Toni Morrison, “Nobel Lecture,” 1993  
 

 
AP English Literature and Composition is a one-year course in which students read 

novels, plays, poems, and short stories from a broad range of literary periods and cultural 
settings. Authors are chosen from the AP English Course Description for the English Literature 
and Composition Exam or from those appearing on previous AP Literature and Composition 
Exams. Works are at a reading and content level appropriate for college freshmen.  
 

In this course, students will study many different ways in which literature can create 
meaning and communicate the human experience. Students will read to develop a 
sophisticated awareness of genre, theme, and style, as well as to find personal connections to 
the literary world. By the time of the AP exam in May, students will be able to read both fiction 
and creative non-fiction with an adept critical eye; they will be able to identify, analyze, assess, 
and evaluate the stylistic and rhetorical techniques a particular work of literature employs. 
Students will use various strategies, including frequent discussion and close reading, to 
investigate how authors use elements such as characterization, plot, setting, poetic structure, 
diction, syntax, tone, and literary devices to develop the styles and themes in their various 
texts. 
 

Students will write extensively at a level equivalent to first-year college composition 
assignments. They will write analytically to investigate the creation of meaning and effect in the 
literature they read, using apt and thorough support to ground their readings in the text. They 
will explicate, interpret and comment upon the works they read with accuracy and insight, 
moving between close explications and broader, thematic essays. They will use their previous 
knowledge of literature, history, and culture to explore how certain works fit into various 
discourses, or literary conversations. Students will also write creatively and reflectively to 
further develop their own personal voices and styles. 
 

 

What Do I Do with This Syllabus? 
 

● READ IT, ANNOTATE IT, AND KEEP IT ALL YEAR.  
○ I do not care how convinced you are that ‘nobody reads the syllabus.’ Be the first. 

You WILL be held to the rules in it.  

● Hole-punch it, and have it be the first page in your binder. 
○ DO NOT put the whole thing in the clear plastic ‘sleeve’ on the outside.  

● Refer to it BEFORE ASKING ME QUESTIONS. 
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Grading and Assignments 
 

READING AND HOMEWORK OBLIGATIONS 
 

● Students should expect homework most nights, including weekends. It will usually 
be reading and notes, with occasional writing assignments. Students should plan for at 
least 20-40 minutes of homework nightly. 

● Students must read outside of class to do well in the class, but don’t need to do it 
at home. If my door is unlocked, please come on in! Students are always extremely 
welcome to use my room as a quiet place to study or do homework of any kind after 
school, and the library is also open. I am at school until about 4:30 most days, and I am 
happy to answer questions as they arise during the reading.  

WRITING OBLIGATIONS 

● All writing assignments that are typed will be submitted via www.Turnitin.com or on the 
AP Student site (tentative). Everything else will be done by hand. 

○ I will not accept at-home essays handed in hard copy under any circumstances. 
○ Writing Portfolio assignments will receive a ten percent point deduction for each 

week they are late w/o an approved excuse, and papers more than two weeks 
late w/o an approved excuse will receive an "F" with credit (50%) for being 
completed.   

● Students will complete many in-class writing assignments, ranging in length from 
paragraphs to revised, college-level essays.  

 
 

STANDARDS 
● As an Advanced Placement course, this class is equivalent to a first-year college course 

and assumes students are already proficient in the state standards for grades 11-12th 
grade. This course meets the standards for a freshman English class as outlined in the 
College Board course description and guide. Information on these guidelines can be 
found here: 
apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-english-literature-and-composition/course 

● Additionally, the class will also use some of the Common Core State Standards for 
English Language Arts at the college and career level according to individual students’ 
need for remediation. The standards can be found here: 
www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/.  

   

 

http://www.turnitin.com/
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-english-literature-and-composition/course
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
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GRADE WEIGHTING 
Please be aware that I use category weighting in Synergy. This means that, no matter how 
many points one assignment may be worth or how many assignments are in a category, the 
total grade in the class will always reflect the percentages above. The titles in parentheses 
above match the categories in Synergy. Be mindful of what category an assignment is in, as 
it may significantly change the effect on your grade. 
 

 
GRADE WEIGHTS AND ASSIGNMENT CATEGORIES 
Writing Portfolio (In Synergy: Essays and Writing): 55% 

● The portfolio includes major writing assignments graded using rubrics that conform to 
the expectations outlined in the College Board course description for the course. 
Assignments in this category will range from paragraphs to 3-5 page essays. 

 
Tests, Quizzes and Major Projects (In Synergy: Tests and Quizzes): 30% 

● There will frequently be tests and quizzes comprising both factual recall and literary 
interpretation of the reading. These are graded on accuracy, both in their interpretations 
of the text and their adherence to basic grammatical conventions. 

● Participation in critical discussions and seminars also falls under this category. 
 
Class Activities, Homework, and Small Projects (In Synergy: Participation): 15% 

● Daily openers, informal verbal participation, notes, binder-checks, and other types of 
daily participation fall into this category. These are graded on adherence to the 
instructions provided, but the writing is not graded on quality or accuracy. 
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Policies, Procedures, and Discipline 
 

EXPECTATIONS FOR CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR  

1. I expect everyone in my classroom to strive for respect toward themselves, each other, 
and the work we do. I expect students to speak with civility and respect regarding everyone in 
the Westmoor community at all times. This includes students not to putting themselves down 
or making light of their own work. 

● Anything said to anyone in my classroom must be respectful enough to be said to 
everyone in my classroom. 

2. I expect the whole class to work together to build a safe environment for learning. 
● I will generally give three warnings about behavior before students must have a 

conference with me. However, in cases where bullying behavior is involved or students 
become so disruptive class cannot continue, students will be sent out immediately in 
order to respect the well-being of the classroom community.  

3. I expect everyone in my classroom to put their best effort into learning every day.  
● What this looks like in practice will obviously vary from student to student, and from day 

to day. However, I expect my AP students to conduct themselves like adults in a 
professional workspace and to clearly communicate issues that may affect their ability 
to participate. 

4. Students must have phones out of sight during class time unless I have given explicit 
permission to use them for an activity.  

● Students will receive three warnings during the year if I see phones out without explicit 
permission from me (to use for an assignment or activity). This stands even if they are off 
and not being used. 

● After three warnings, phones will be confiscated and given to the dean of students 
during brunch, lunch, or after school (depending on the period), even if the phone is off 
and not being used. 

○ Refusal to hand over the phone will result in the student being sent to the office. 
○ Please be aware that, if this happens during 5th or 6th period and there is an 

event on campus that is occupying the dean’s time, this may mean the student 
does not get the phone back until the next day. 

5. Please, no meals or messes in class. Students may eat in class, as long as it’s not a 
distraction. When students are using computers (including their own), food may not be eaten 
and drinks must have lids and be kept on the floor next to the desk. I expect all students use 
table manners, chew with their mouths closed, and clean up after themselves.  

● If a student spills or makes a mess, I expect them to clean it up. If they do not, I reserve 
the right to briefly hold them into lunch, brunch, or after school to clean up after 
themselves. 

● I reserve the right to revoke a specific student’s eating privileges if they consistently 
display an inability to eat and drink respectfully. 

6. No physical violence under any circumstances. This includes horseplay and sparring. 
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EXPECTATIONS FOR CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR, CONT. 

7. Bathroom breaks are at my discretion. Generally, I will let students go one at a time if it’s 
convenient. Out of respect for campus supervision, I ask students not to leave during the first 
ten and last ten minutes of class. I strongly encourage students to avail themselves of the time 
they have before school, during passing period, during brunch, and during lunch to use the 
restroom. 

● Students who have medical reasons for needing to use the bathroom (i.e. UTI, sickle 
cell, etc.) should please communicate this to me at the beginning of the year and will be 
allowed to use the restroom whenever they need to.  

8. PLEASE do not use spray perfume or nail polish in P11, at any time (including lunch and 
breaks). This is part of the respect rule. What smells pleasant to one person causes a migraine 
or asthma attack in another. 

9. Hate speech, threats of violence, and sexual harassment will result in an immediate 
referral to the administration.  These are violations of the other students' and my own rights, 
and will be treated as such.  

 
CONSEQUENCES AND DISCIPLINE 

Usually, the consequences for not meeting my expectations in the classroom follow this 
progression: 
 

● Three warnings 
● Informal meeting with me AND/OR direct intervention (like taking a phone) 
● Lunch meeting with me AND/OR further intervention, such as moving a student’s seat or 

initiating weekly check-ins with me 
○ At this point, if the behavior affects a student’s academic performance, I will 

contact home via email 
● Referral to the administration or counseling 

○ I will always contact home via email if this happens 
● Request for parent conference 

 
Notice that some behaviors, such as bullying or severe and ongoing disruption, will result in 
me immediately sending a student out of class without these steps. This is out of respect for 
the other students. 

 

"Freedom makes a huge requirement of every human being. 
With freedom comes responsibility. For the person who is 
unwilling to grow up, the person who does not want to carry his 
own weight, this is a frightening prospect.” 
                                                                                    — Eleanor Roosevelt 
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EXPECTATIONS FOR COMMUNICATION 

● EMAIL: Please see the front page for the emails I would like parents and students to 
use. Please be aware that I do not answer emails after 6pm. Student emails should be 
punctuated, capitalized, and proofread in a professional manner. They should use 
complete sentences, include a salutation, and clearly explain both the purpose for the 
email and any requested actions on my part. Student emails will be returned without 
reply (with a request for revision) if they do not adhere to these guidelines. 

● STUDENT CELL PHONES: Please be aware that cell phones are not allowed to be out 
during class or outside the classroom unless students are using them for an assignment. 
Parents, please do not call the students on their cell phones during class. 

○ If there’s an ongoing emergency situation, I’d be happy to provide you with the 
direct line to my classroom if you contact me. 

● MISSED WORK: If a student misses work, I expect them to meet with me outside of 
class. I expect students to do this promptly, and I expect them to initiate the 
conversation (meaning that I students should not wait until I ask them to see me).   

● PARENT COMMUNICATION: Parents, I am always happy to hear from you via email, 
and I look forward to seeing you at Back to School Night.  

○ I am not able to conduct parent communication over the phone. I am more than 
happy, however, to meet with parents in person (either formally or informally), and 
I always welcome email exchanges. 

● STUDENT COMMUNICATION: Students are expected to communicate with me 
promptly and frequently about missed work, questions about assignments, or struggles 
in class. If my door is unlocked, students are welcome.  

○ Parents and guardians, please join me in encouraging our students to 
communicate directly with me about issues in the class before having parents 
of administrators step in. One of my goals as a teacher of young adults is to 
help them learn to self advocate like they will be expected to do in their jobs and 
colleges. I am always happy to listen. 
 

● SHARING DOCUMENTS IN GOOGLE DRIVE: Please do not share documents with me 
ever without either an accompanying email or a previous request from me. If you do 
share a document with me, for any reason, without my having explicitly requested you 
do so, the accompanying email must include the following information: 

○ A description of the purpose and audience for the attached document 
○ What you would like me to do with the document (in the form of a firm request, 

rather than a demand, please). 
○ The timeline for this action (if it is a college essay, when is the application due) 

with concrete dates. If you don’t know, find out before sending the email. 
○ Remember that written assignments will NEVER be accepted via Google. If 

you are having technical difficulties with turnitin.com but have finished a paper in 
Google Drive, you do not need to email me as ‘proof’ you finished it — just show 
me the version history later. 
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Academic Expectations  
 

DAILY SUPPLIES (BRING EVERY DAY): 

● Dark blue or black pen ONLY: I often have extras available, but I expect students to 
bring their own pens as well. 

○ Students are welcome to use pencil for annotations and notes, but anything 
turned in for credit must be done in ink. 

● Texts: Students must bring the appropriate book or reading with them every day. They 
must be covered. 

○ This does not include the textbook. I will post a reminder on Google Classroom 
the night before if students will need their textbooks the next day. 

● Binder: Students must have a three-ring binder that is at least 1” for the class. I expect 
students to keep all handouts, neatly organized and actually on the rings of the binder, 
for the year. I will do periodic and unannounced binder checks throughout the year.  

● Notes: Students may use either a separate notebook for the class (preferred) or a 
section in their binder with binder paper to take notes and make annotations on the 
longer texts.  

● Planner or Homework Calendar: At the AP level, students must utilize some kind of 
systematic organizer or planner. It may be on or offline. The Google calendar will also 
connect you to Classroom assignments. 

 
MAKE-UP WORK 

● I will never discuss make-up work during class time or passing period.  This includes 
the first five minutes and last five minutes of lunch.  I expect all students to come see 
me, unprompted and outside of class, to discuss what they missed while absent. 

● You have one week to hand in work that was assigned while you were absent. 
Generally, I do not allow extra time to complete work assigned before you were absent. 
If you are hospitalized or have some other crisis, I will discuss accommodations with you 
outside of class and with a signed note. 

● Openers, assignments, vocabulary, notes, and handout titles will all be posted (usually) 
daily on the agenda for the class. They may occasionally not post until a day or two 
later, however. 

● Work missed due to unexcused tardies may not be made up. 

● You are not exempt from making up your work promptly because you have band 
practice, sports practice, ASB duties, a shift at your job, club meetings, etc. 
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LATE WORK 

● Except in extraordinary circumstances, I will only accept unexcused late work in the 
‘Essays and Writing’ and ‘Tests and Quizzes’ categories in the gradebook. Work drops 
5% the first day it is late, and a letter grade for every week after that until 50% is 
reached.  

● Openers, assignments, vocabulary, notes, and handout titles will all be posted daily on 
the agenda for the class. 

● If a student is out due to illness, all assignments given previous to the illness are still due 
on their normal due dates unless I communicate otherwise or I am provided a doctor’s 
note. 

● You are not exempt from making up your work promptly because you have band 
practice, sports practice, a shift at your job, club meetings, etc.  

 
 

PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING (DON’T) 

● Any graded writing assignments found to be plagiarized (copied) in part or as a whole 
will receive a zero on that assignment. This includes writing assignments that 
paraphrase a source without citing it.  

○ The first plagiarized assignment may be rewritten for a reduced score; any further 
plagiarized assignments may not be rewritten. Please note that this means that, 
if a student plagiarizes one section in an essay, the whole thing gets a zero.  

○ I encourage students to consider the purpose of writing assignments, as practice 
and productive struggle that will lead to growth. A student copying part of an 
essay is like a runner having someone else stretch or practice for them — nobody 
gets closer to winning a race this way. 

● I encourage you to visit www.plagiarism.org and read the resources there about how to 
recognize and avoid plagiarism. 

● Any tests with copied answers will be given a zero with no chance of a re-take.  

● For participation assignments, such as handouts, worksheets, and study guides where 
students are allowed to work together, I may ask students to re-do the assignments if it 
seems as though answers were copied verbatim from other students’ work. This is not 
because I consider it cheating, but because I do not see evidence of students 
attempting to think about and consider what they are writing down.  

   

 

http://www.plagiarism.org/
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SUPPLIES OUTSIDE OF CLASS 

● Internet/computer: Students will need regular access to a computer and to the Internet 
for this class. Students are always welcome in P11 outside of class hours to use a 
Chromebook if I have the cart, or in the library if they prefer (or if another teacher is 
using the cart). 

● Financial hardship: Please contact Ms. Brock immediately if any of the supplies 
present a financial hardship to you in any way.  We have extras available. 

● Texts: All core texts will be provided if needed, but I encourage students to purchase 
their own full-length texts.   1

 
CHECKING SYNERGY 

● PLEASE DO NOT CHECK SYNERGY DAILY. This sets students, parents, and me up 
for frustration and misunderstanding. Please be aware that, especially with longer 
assignments, it takes me time to grade them. Please also be aware that grades will 
fluctuate as I put assignments in and correct zeros for work handed in late. If you see a 
zero or a dip in a student’s grade, please wait a few days to be concerned. 

● PLEASE DO CHECK SYNERGY. Every couple of weeks should be fine. Because I use 
Synergy as my primary gradebook, however progress reports are not an ideal way to 
track student progress. I always assume that parents and guardians have been checking 
ParentVue every two weeks before they contact me about a student’s grade. If you need 
help logging on, our friendly office staff would be more than happy to help you get set 
up. 

 

   

1 DO NOT BUY USED BOOKS DIRECTLY FROM AMAZON — it is crawling with plagiarized, forged, or knock-off books (I 
found 15 of them just perusing the offerings for this year’s book list). In fact, I’d avoid buying any books on Amazon. AbeBooks 
(which is now owned by Amazon, for all your monopolistic needs) is far more reliable. The reasons why have to do with the 
buyer and seller relationships on both sites — if you want to know more, I can tell you all about it. 
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Texts for the Course* 

GRAMMAR AND STYLE 
RESOURCES:  

● The Purdue University Online 
Writing Lab (online) 

● Grammar Bytes (online) 
● The UNC at Chapel Hill 

Writing Center ‘Tips and 
Tools’ (online) 

● Grammarbook (online) 

NOVELS AND PLAYS: 

● Brave New World, by Aldous Huxley 
● Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley 
● Hamlet, by William Shakespeare [if you purchase this book, I 

strongly recommend the Oxford edition] 
● Sula, by Toni Morrison 
● Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora Neale Hurston 
● The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini 
● Things Fall Apart, by Chinua Achebe 

 

SHORT STORIES: 

● “Apollo” by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
● “Birthday Party” by Katherine Brush 
● “Bloodchild” by Octavia Butler 
● “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker 
● “Girl” by Jamaica Kincaid 
● “A Good Man Is Hard to Find” by 

Flannery O’Connor 
● “Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut 
● “Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest 

Hemmingway 
● “Interpreter of Maladies” by Jhumpa 

Lahiri 
● “The Ones Who Walk Away from 

Omelas” by Ursula K. LeGuin 
● “A Pair of Tickets” by Amy Tan 
● “Saboteur” by Ha Jin 
● “The Tell-Tale Heart” by Edgar Allen Poe 
● “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” 

by Gabriel García Márquez 
● “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel 

Hawthorne 

POEMS: 

● “The Ballad of Reading Gaol” by Oscar Wilde 
● “The Bells” by Edgar Allen Poe 
● “Chess” by Aimee Nezhukumatathil 
● “Dulce Et Decorum Est” by Wilfred Owen 
● “The Facts of Art” by Natalie Diaz 
● “The Flea” by John Donne 
● “Grief” by Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
● “Ode” by Elizabeth Alexander 
● “One Art” by Elizabeth Bishop  
● “Pied Beauty” by Gerard Manley Hopkins  
● “Sestina” by Elizabeth Bishop 
● “Slam, Dunk, and Hook” by Yusef Komunyakaa 
● “song for the kicked out” by Kay Ulanday Barrett  
● “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning” by John Donne 
● “A Valediction Forbidding Mourning” by Adrienne 

Rich  
● “When I Have Fears That I May Cease To Be” by 

John Keats  
● “The Second Coming” by William Butler Yeats 

 

FILMS:  

● Hamlet, Dir. Kenneth Branaugh 
● “Sunshine Through the Rain” (from 夢Yume/Dreams), Dir. Akira Kurosawa  
● Pan’s Labyrinth/El Laberinto Del Fauno, Dir. Guillermo Del Toro 
● The City of Lost Children/La Cité Des Enfants Perdus, Dir. Jean-Pierre Jeunet, Marc Caro 

 

*Note: Many of the short stories and poems above are in your textbook or up on Google 
Classroom, if you are curious.   

 

https://owl.purdue.edu/
https://owl.purdue.edu/
https://chompchomp.com/
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/
https://www.grammarbook.com/
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS746US746&q=Jean-Pierre+Jeunet&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEopyLFU4gAxsw0tDLXEspOt9NMyc3LBhFVKZlFqckl-0SJWIa_UxDzdgMzUoqJUBa_U0rzUEgApZJ6SRAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiSjano2q3jAhWHUs0KHQiCCrcQmxMoATAiegQIEBAL
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Course Outline: Units 1-3 (Weeks 2-9) 
● Note that the reading for Unit 3 overlaps with Unit 2 as homework. 
● Major graded assignments are in bold. All parts of this outline subject to change. 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 

● How do people decide what is beautiful in an individual, and in themselves? 

● What does it mean to be included, and what does it mean to be an exception — and 
how do both of these ideas relate to the quest to find one’s own identity? 

● How does one find friendship, love, and belonging in difficult and complicated 
circumstances? 

● Families, given and chosen: how do we value different kinds of close relationships, and 
how can preconceptions sometimes complicate our emotional perceptions? Is the blood 
of the covenant thicker than the water of the womb? 

 
 

NOTES: ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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SUMMER WORK/CLASS INTRODUCTION 
 
Week 1  The Kite Runner Reading Quiz; Summer Assignment Due 

 

 

UNIT 1 OUTLINE (Introduction to prose) 
 
Week 2  “Girl,” “A Pair of Tickets” 

 

Week 3  “A Pair of Tickets”; “Birthday Party”; Personal Progress Check #1 
 

 

UNIT 1 STANDARDS AND SKILLS:      

● 1.A Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character, that 
character’s perspective, and that character’s motives.     

● 2.A Identify and describe specific textual details that convey or reveal a setting. 
● 3.A Identify and describe how plot orders events in a narrative.     
● 3.B Explain the function of a particular sequence of events in a plot.     
● 4.A Identify and describe the narrator or speaker of a text.     
● 4.B Identify and explain the function of point of view in a narrative.     
● 7.A Develop a paragraph that includes 1) a claim that requires defense with evidence 

from the text and 2) the evidence itself.  
● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.D Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 

tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are 
writing. 

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

   

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/
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UNIT 2 OUTLINE (Introduction to poetry) 
 
Week 4 
 

Check out Sula; “One Art,” “Sestina”; Micro-Analysis 

Week 5 
 

Sula Part 1 Reading Quiz; “Pied Beauty,” “Slam, Dunk & Hook,” “song 
for the kicked out”; Personal Progress Check 2 

 

UNIT 2 STANDARDS AND SKILLS:          

● 1.A Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character, that 
character’s perspective, and that character’s motives.     

● 3.C Explain the function of structure in a text.     
● 3.D Explain the function of contrasts within a text.        
● 5.B Explain the function of specific words and phrases in a text.       
● 6.A Identify and explain the function of a simile.  
● 6.B Identify and explain the function of a metaphor.     
● 7.A Develop a paragraph that includes 1) a claim that requires defense with evidence 

from the text and 2) the evidence itself.  
● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.D Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 

tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are 
writing. 

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

 
 
   

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/6/


 

 

Ms. Brock/ 2019-2020/ AP Lit. and Comp.     Page 15 of 25 

 
 
UNIT 3 OUTLINE (Sula and Their Eyes Were Watching God) 
 
Week 6 
 

Sula Part 2 Reading Quiz; Sula Journals Due; Check out Their Eyes Were 
Watching God; Characterization Mini-Essay 

Week 7 
 

TEWWG (Their Eyes Were Watching God) Chaps. 1-5 Reading Quiz; Socratic 
Seminar 

Week 8  TEWWG Chaps. 6-13 Reading Quiz; Significance Micro-Analysis Aactivity 
(TEWWG) 

Week 9  TEWWG Chaps. 14-20 Reading Quiz; Personal Progress Check 3; 
TEWWG/Sula Final Essay (Take-Home) 

 

UNIT 3 STANDARDS AND SKILLS:  

● 1.A Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character, that 
character’s perspective, and that character’s motives.     

● 1.B Explain the function of a character changing or remaining unchanged.     
● 2.A Identify and describe specific textual details that convey or reveal a setting.   
● 3.E Explain the function of a significant event or related set of significant events in a plot.   
● 3.F Explain the function of conflict in a text.     
● 7.A Develop a paragraph that includes 1) a claim that requires defense with evidence 

from the text and 2) the evidence itself.  
● 7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an interpretation 

of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning.       
● 7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual 

evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis.       
● 7.D Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a line 

of reasoning.       
● 7.E Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly.  
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Course Outline: Units 4-6 (Weeks 9-23) 
● Note that the reading for Unit 6 overlaps with Unit 5 as homework. 
● Major graded assignments are in bold. All parts of this outline subject to change. 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 

● How do we define the concepts of ‘natural’ and ‘unnatural’ in relationship to physical 
existence? What some aspects of this discourse in literature? 

● What about the natural and unnatural in the world at large? What do we (and our authors) 
consider the boundaries of the ‘natural’ world, and what happens when they are 
crossed? 

● How do we define the appropriate boundaries and permissions for our bodies, minds, 
and identities? What is considered a taboo or a violation of boundaries, and how has this 
conversation manifested in literature from a variety of eras and cultures? 

● Where is the self? Is it possible to truly see or know the self without defining it by 
reactions to, relationships with, and reaching towards others? What value does the 
individual have as separate from the group? 

NOTES: ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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UNIT 4 OUTLINE (Short Stories 2) 
 
Week 9  “Bloodchild” 

 

Week 10  “Bloodchild” Reading Quiz; SAT; “The Tell-Tale Heart” 
 

Week 11  Mini Reading Quiz; “The Tell-Tale Heart”; “A Good Man Is Hard to Find”; “Hills 
Like White Elephants” 

Week 12  Reading Quiz; “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings”; Prose passage essay 
 

Week 13  Personal Progress Check 4 
 

 
 

UNIT 4 STANDARDS AND SKILLS:      

● 1.A Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character, that 
character’s perspective, and that character’s motives.      

● 1.C Explain the function of contrasting characters.   
● 1.D Describe how textual details reveal nuances and complexities in characters’ 

relationships with one another.     
● 2.B Explain the function of setting in a narrative.      
● 2.C Describe the relationship between a character and a setting.      
● 3.A Identify and describe how plot orders events in a narrative.       
● 3.D Explain the function of contrasts within a text.       
● 4.A Identify and describe the narrator or speaker of a text.       
● 4.B Identify and explain the function of point of view in a narrative.    
● 4.C Identify and describe details, diction, or syntax in a text that reveal a narrator’s or 

speaker’s perspective.   
● 7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an interpretation 

of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning.   
● 7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual 

evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis.     
● 7.D Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a line 

of reasoning.     
● 7.E Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly.   
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UNIT 5 OUTLINE (POETRY 2) 
 
Week 13  Check out Frankenstein; “The Bells” 

 

Week 14  Frankenstein Mini Reading Quiz; “The Flea”; “Chess” 
 

Week 15  Frankenstein Chaps. 1-6 Reading Quiz; “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning”; 
“A Valediction Forbidding Mourning”; Frankenstein Chaps. 7-9 Reading Quiz 

Week 16  Frankenstein reading homework (over break) 
 

Week 17  Frankenstein Chaps. 10-19 Reading Quiz; “When I Have Fears that I May 
Cease To Be”; Personal Progress Check 5 

Week 18  Frankenstein Chaps. 20-14 Reading Quiz 
 

 
 

UNIT 5 STANDARDS AND SKILLS:          

● 3.C Explain the function of structure in a text.     
● 5.A Distinguish between the literal and figurative meanings of words and phrases.    
● 5.B Explain the function of specific words and phrases in a text.     
● 5.D Identify and explain the function of an image or imagery.       
● 6.B Identify and explain the function of a metaphor.     
● 6.C Identify and explain the function of personification.     
● 6.D Identify and explain the function of an allusion.     
● 7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an interpretation 

of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning.     
● 7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual 

evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis.   
● 7.D Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a line 

of reasoning.   
● 7.E Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly. 
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UNIT 6 OUTLINE (Frankenstein and Hamlet) 
 
Week 18  Frankenstein Chaps. 20-14 Reading Quiz; Check out Hamlet; Watch Act 1 of 

Hamlet 

Week 19  Hamlet Act 1 Reading Quiz; Finish watching Hamlet 
 

Week 20  Hamlet journal (at home) 
 

Week 21  Hamlet journal (at home) 
 

Week 22  Hamlet Acts 2-4 Reading Quiz 
 

Week 23  Hamlet Act 5 Reading Quiz; Personal Progress Check 6 
 

 
 

 
UNIT 6 STANDARDS AND SKILLS:            

● 1.A Identify and describe what specific textual details reveal about a character, that 
character’s perspective, and that character’s motives.       

● 1.C Explain the function of contrasting characters.     
● 1.E Explain how a character’s own choices, actions, and speech reveal complexities in 

that character, and explain the function of those complexities.     
● 3.A Identify and describe how plot orders events in a narrative.       
● 3.B Explain the function of a particular sequence of events in a plot.     
● 3.D Explain the function of contrasts within a text.       
● 4.C Identify and describe details, diction, or syntax in a text that reveal a narrator’s or 

speaker’s perspective.       
● 4.D Explain how a narrator’s reliability affects a narrative.     
● 5.C Identify and explain the function of a symbol.     
● 7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an interpretation 

of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning.     
● 7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual 

evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis.   
● 7.D Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a line 

of reasoning.     
● 7.E Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly.  
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Course Outline: Units 7-9 (Weeks 24-37) 
● Note that the reading for Unit 9 overlaps with Unit 8 as homework. 
● Major graded assignments are in bold. All parts of this outline subject to change. 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 

● How have the concepts and actions of colonialism, imperialism, and globalization shape 
the identities of people around the world? 

● What complications, extensions, and complex discourse arises from the interplay and 
tension between the ideas of ‘foreign,’ ‘citizen,’ ‘native,’ and ‘alien’?  

● How do ideas of family, self, and identity from previous units (and this one) interact and 
connect to the ideas above? 

● What do we carry with us and what do we leave behind as we travel across years, 
countries, and states of mind? How does art and literature articulate the weight of losing 
and finding these parts of ourselves and our cultures? 

 

NOTES: ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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UNIT 7 OUTLINE (Short Stories 3) 
 
Week 24  “Interpreter of Maladies”; “Everyday Use”; “Harrison Bergeron” 

 

Week 25  Reading Quiz; “Those Who Walk Away from Omelas”; “Saboteur” 
 

Week 26  “Young Goodman Brown” 
 

Week 27  “Apollo”; Personal Progress Check 7 
 

 
 

 
UNIT 7 STANDARDS AND SKILLS:              

● 1.B Explain the function of a character changing or remaining unchanged.      
● 1.D Describe how textual details reveal nuances and complexities in characters’ 

relationships with one another.     
● 2.B Explain the function of setting in a narrative.       
● 2.C Describe the relationship between a character and a setting.     
● 3.A Identify and describe how plot orders events in a narrative.   
● 3.B Explain the function of a particular sequence of events in a plot.   
● 4.D Explain how a narrator’s reliability affects a narrative.   
● 5.C Identify and explain the function of a symbol.   
● 5.D Identify and explain the function of an image or imagery.       
● 6.A Identify and explain the function of a simile.       
● 6.C Identify and explain the function of personification.       
● 7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an interpretation 

of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning.       
● 7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual 

evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis.     
● 7.D Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a line 

of reasoning.  
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UNIT 8 OUTLINE (Poetry 3) 
 
Week 28  “The Ballad of Reading Gaol” reading and activity (over break) 

 

Week 29  Reading Quiz (‘Reading Gaol’); Check out Things Fall Apart; “The Ballad of 
Reading Gaol”; “The Second Coming” 

Week 30  Things Fall Apart Chaps. 1-7 Reading Quiz; “Ode”; “Grief” 
 

Week 31  Things Fall Apart Chaps. 8-13 Reading Quiz; “The Facts of Art”; “Dulce Et 
Decorum Est”; Things Fall Apart Chaps. 14-19 Reading Quiz; “Identity Card” 

Week 32  “Identity Card”; Things Fall Apart Chaps. 20-25 Reading Quiz; Personal 
Progress Check 8 

 
 

 
UNIT 8 STANDARDS AND SKILLS:              

● 3.C Explain the function of structure in a text.   
● 3.D Explain the function of contrasts within a text.   
● 5.B Explain the function of specific words and phrases in a text.   
● 5.C Identify and explain the function of a symbol.   
● 6.B Identify and explain the function of a metaphor.     
● 6.D Identify and explain the function of an allusion.     
● 7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an interpretation 

of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning.     
● 7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual 

evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis.   
● 7.D Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a line 

of reasoning.       
● 7.E Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly.  
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UNIT 9 OUTLINE (Things Fall Apart and Brave New World)* 
 
Week 32  Check out Brave New World 

 

Week 33   Brave New World 1-3 Reading Quiz 
 

Week 34   Brave New World 4-7 Reading Quiz 
 

Week 35  Brave New World reading homework (over break) 
 

Week 36  Brave New World 8-13 Reading Quiz 
 

Week 37  Brave New World 14-18 Reading Quiz; Personal Progress Check 9 
 

*Note that Week 38 is not included in any unit, as it will be devoted to final review for the AP 
Exam 
 

 
 
UNIT 9 STANDARDS AND SKILLS:              

● 1.B Explain the function of a character changing or remaining unchanged.      
● 1.E Explain how a character’s own choices, actions, and speech reveal complexities in 

that character, and explain the function of those complexities.     
● 3.E Explain the function of a significant event or related set of significant events in a plot.  
● 3.F Explain the function of conflict in a text.     
● 4.C Identify and describe details, diction, or syntax in a text that reveal a narrator’s or 

speaker’s perspective.     
● 7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an interpretation 

of literature and that may establish a line of reasoning.     
● 7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual 

evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis.  
● 7.D Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a line 

of reasoning.  
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AP REVIEW ‘TO DO’ LIST: _________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
UNIT 10 OUTLINE (Childhood and the Supernatural [film])* 
 
Week 39  “Sunshine Through the Rain” (from 夢Yume/Dreams) 

 

Week 40  Pan’s Labyrinth/El Laberinto Del Fauno  
 

Week 41  The City of Lost Children/La Cité Des Enfants Perdus 
 

*Note that Week 38 is not included in any unit, as it will be devoted to final review for the AP 
Exam 
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Class Contract and Information Sheet 
 
Instructions:  

1. Please sign below to confirm you have read this syllabus with your parent or guardian, and then 
have her/him sign it to tell me the same thing.  Please make sure to fill out the rest of the 
information.  

2. TEAR ONLY THIS SHEET OFF and return it to me. Do NOT return the whole syllabus. 
 
 

I HAVE READ AND REVIEWED THE CLASS RULES AND POLICIES FOR MS. 
BROCK'S CLASS. I HAVE ASKED ALL QUESTIONS NECESSARY TO 
UNDERSTAND THEM. 
 
I AGREE TO FOLLOW THESE RULES AND UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
APPROPRIATE DISCIPLINARY ACTION WILL BE TAKEN IF I BREAK THEM.  I 
UNDERSTAND THE EXPECTATIONS FOR THIS CLASS, AND AGREE TO PUT 
FORTH MY BEST EFFORT IN MEETING THEM. 
 
 
PRINT NAME (Student) ______________________________________________ 
 
SIGN NAME (Student) _______________________________________________ 
 
CLASS AND PERIOD _______________________   TODAY’S DATE ________________________ 
 
 
 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME:__________________________________________________ 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT:_________________________________________________ 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
(OPTIONAL) NOTES FOR MS. BROCK:_________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 


